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CRISIS
THE LACK OF INVOLVED FATHERS IN OUR CHILDREN'S LIVES

IS A CRISIS, IMPACTING OUR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY.

HAVING AN INVOLVED FATHER IN THE LIVES OF OUR
CHILDREN HAS A PROFOUND IMPACT ON SOCIETY.

*Based on research compiled by Florida House staff; sources and citations are available upon request. 
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Should we cancel Father’s Day for Non-Birthing day? ... from front page

Juneteenth: Celebration, 
observance or day off? 
from front page 

By Paris Dennard 
 
Juneteenth is the celebration of 
freedom. It tells the story of 
America’s promise and the 
power of the Presidency to do 
good for the people. President 
Lincoln, a Republican, used his 
powers as President to do what 
was right to preserve the union 
and unite the country. At the 
heart of the civil war was this 
issue of freedom for enslaved 
Black Americans as our new na-
tion strove to grow into the coun-
try we have today.  
 Liberty and the Republican 
Party have always gone hand in 
hand, and they continue to do so 

Republican Party is responsible for Juneteenth, a historic celebration of freedom
today as members of the Repub-
lican Party fight to protect our 
constitutional rights.  
 On a recent episode of the talk 
show “The View,” progressive 
liberal co-host Joy Behar had the 
audacity to tell guest co-host 
Lindsey Granger, who happens 
to be a Black American, that the 
federal government was going to 
take away guns “once Black 
people get guns .”  Black people 
are American citizens entitled to 
all of the freedoms and protec-
tions guaranteed to us by our 
God and the United States Con-
stitution. Those rights include 
being able to bear arms to protect 
our families and property.  
 In fact, according to a surveys 
conducted by the National Shoot-
ing Sports Foundation (NSSF), 
between 2019 and 2020, there 
was a 56% increase in Black 
Americans buying guns.  
 Democrats have pushed a dan-
gerously radical defund the po-
lice policy that left many 
predominantly Black cities in 
America vulnerable to a wide-
spread increase in violence, 

crime and murders. Thankfully, 
we have the freedom to protect 
our families should we so choose 
by legally owning a firearm. 
 Because of the Emancipation 
Proclamation, Black Americans 
have had the opportunity to fully 
pursue the American Dream and 
a lot of our power has come 
through the power of our vote. 
We have the freedom to decide 
which party best represents our 
values and interests.  
 In recent decades many have se-
lected the Democrat Party and 
we can see what that has gotten 
us: little to nothing of substance. 
Just look at predominately Black 
cities where Democrat politicians 
and liberal policies have been the 
standard. You almost invariably 
see high crime, poorly perform-
ing public schools, little access to 
capital, food deserts, and a lack 
of economic development.  
 Fortunately, there is a political 
shift happening with more Black 
Americans coming over to the 
Republican Party. President 
Trump more than doubled his 
support from Black women in his 

second run for the presidency. 
Virginia Governor Glenn Young-
kin received 13% of the Black 
vote  in his recent election. And 
across the country we have seen 
record numbers of Black Repub-
licans running for office like 
Wesley Hunt, Herschel Walker, 
John James, Jennifer-Ruth 
Green, and Anthony Thornton.  
 Black Republicans are also win-
ning elections. North Carolina 
has seen that in Lt. Governor 
Mark Robinson. It’s also happen-
ing nationally with Winsome 
Sears, Tim Scott, Byron Donalds, 
Burgess Owens, Daniel Cam-
eron, Michael Reichenbach and 
Jane Powdrell-Culbert just to 

name a few.  
 Ultimately, we have this power 
to vote because we have the free-
dom to select who will represent 
us well by voting for policies that 
empower and uplift. When we 
look at the recent failed leader-
ship of Democrats in control of 
the White House, the Senate and 
House of Representatives, we 
have seen high crime, more ille-
gal drugs, intense racial tensions, 
discriminatory mandates, and an 
economy working against us.  
 The May jobs report is not a sign 
of building back better for Black 
America, with the Black overall 
unemployment rate increasing to 
6.2%, the Black female unem-
ployment rate increasing to 
5.9%, and the  Black youth un-
employment rate increasing to 
18.3%.  
 When you look at the actions, 
the works, the policies, and the 
lack of positive impact on the fu-
ture of Black Americans, it be-
comes abundantly clear that 
President Biden is no President 
Lincoln. He is not using his po-

sition to make the lives better, 
unite the country and empower 
the Black community.  
 This Juneteenth, under the lead-
ership of Chairwoman Ronna 
McDaniel, the Republican Na-
tional Committee is hosting 
dozens of events nationwide, 
many at our community centers 
in North Carolina, Ohio, Nevada, 
Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and 
Wisconsin.  
 As we honor the legacy of free-
dom reaching enslaved Black 
Americans in Galveston, Texas 
so many years ago, let us work 
today to live, work and use our 
freedoms as Americans so the 
blessings of liberty will be there 
for all of us now and those to 
come. 

 *** 
 Paris Dennard is the National 
Spokesperson and Director of 
Black Media Affairs for the Re-
publican National Committee. 
Follow him on Twitter: @PA-
RISDENNARD. This article was 
originally published in The Car-
olinian. 

Because of the Emancipation 
Proclamation, Black Ameri-
cans have had the opportu-
nity to fully pursue the 
American Dream and a lot of 
our power has come through 
the power of our vote. We 
have the freedom to decide 
which party best represents 
our values and interests.  

rename Father’s Day “Special 
Person’s Day.” Or perhaps we 
should follow the precedent of 
President’s Day, which replaced 
Washington’s Birthday and Lin-
coln’s Birthday. We want to oblit-
erate the memory of 
Washington’s defeating the Brit-
ish Empire and becoming the 
Father of Our Country, or of Lin-
coln’s abolition of slavery and 
desire to unite our country. Just 
lump them in with others who 
managed, by whatever means, to 
get inaugurated as president, no 
matter their effect on our nation. 
How about Parent’s Day? Or 
Caregiver’s Day, or better yet 
Caretaker’s or Custodian’s Day? 
Such persons might not be spe-
cial. They might not have a name 
or face, being interchangeable at 
a bureaucrat’s whim. They might 
be of any one of 50 or more 
genders. Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion (DIE, no, DEI) is in-
vading the family as well as the 
school, the workplace, and the 
church. 
The family itself is perceived to 
be the problem, and radicals are 
targeting it for extinction. 
Being orphaned is traditionally 
considered tragic. A beautiful, 
haunting song, from a genre that 
used to be called Negro Spiritu-
als, is “Sometimes I Feel Like a 
Motherless Child.” There might 
be fewer sentimental tributes to 

fathers, but many Bible verses 
tell us to care for the fatherless, 
and a 19th century Christian 
hymn promises aid to “the 
widows and the fatherless.” 
Is it fair for some children to 
have the privilege of having a 
mother and a father who love 
them and are committed to them 
for life? If not, why not orphan 
everyone? Or if mothers and 
fathers are imperfect and some-
times evil and abusive, why not 
raise all children in a socially 
engineered community, like in 
Lois Lowry’s novel The Giver? 
In that idyllic world, designated 
birthmothers (like surrogates) 
produce newchildren, who are 
assigned to appropriate “family” 
units with community-appointed 
“partners.” 
We’re getting closer to the brave 
new world with genetic engineer-
ing along with social engineer-
ing, where people own nothing, 
not even their identity or family 
heritage, and are happy. 
Father’s Day is on its way to be-
coming a relic during an epi-
demic of fatherlessness, most 
commonly due to abandonment. 
And what are the results of the 
breakdown in what feminists de-
plore as “patriarchy”? 
Every social pathology among 
the young can be traced to the ab-
sence of fathers in the home and 
in the community: the violent 

criminality, substance abuse, tru-
ancy, poverty, and self-destruc-
tive disorders. The vast majority 
of mass shooters come from 
broken homes. 
In civilizations that thrive or even 
survive, fathers don’t just plant 
the seeds of life and move on. 
They not only provide for and 
defend mothers and children, but 
they also build and preserve the 
culture. Fatherhood is about 
hope, writes Anthony Esolen, of 
a future beyond one’s own life. 
“Why do men work, says the 
poet Charles Peguy, if not for 
their children? The father throws 
himself away in hope, looking 
forward to the time when he will 
be no more on earth than a name 
or a rumor of a name.”            
The collapse of our civilization is 
the collapse of fatherhood, writes 
Stephen Baskerville: the “revolt 
of the fatherless.” Welfare-state 
policies contributed, as Daniel 

Patrick Moynihan pointed out, 
but are not the only factor. The 
insurrection—deliberate and col-
lective attack against actual 
fathers—has been building for 
centuries, states Blankenship. “It 
has accelerated with new sexual 
ideologies that target fatherhood 
(‘patriarchy’) directly: feminism, 
homosexuality, transgenderism, 
and more.”            
Father’s Day needs to be more 
than a commercial opportunity. It 
is an occasion to thank the father 
or father figure in your own life. 
It is also time to recognize the 
critical need for honorable, cou-
rageous fathers, to celebrate 
them, and to oppose the legal, 
media, and cultural attacks on fa-
therhood. 

 *** 
Jane M. Orient, M.D. obtained 
her undergraduate degrees in 
chemistry and mathematics from 
the University of Arizona in Tuc-

son, and her M.D. from Colum-
bia University College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons in 1974. She 
completed an internal medicine 
residency at Parkland Memorial 
Hospital and University of Ari-
zona Affiliated Hospitals and 
then became an Instructor at the 
University of Arizona College of 
Medicine and a staff physician at 
the Tucson Veterans Administra-
tion Hospital. She has been in 
solo private practice since 1981 
and has served as Executive Di-
rector of the Association of 
American Physicians and Sur-
geons (AAPS) since 1989. She is 
currently president of Doctors for 
Disaster Preparedness. Since 
1988, she has been chairman of 
the Public Health Committee of 
the Pima County (Arizona) Med-
ical Society. She is the author of 
YOUR Doctor Is Not In: Healthy 
Skepticism about National 
Healthcare, and the second 

through fourth editions of Sa-
pira's Art and Science of Bedside 
Diagnosis, published by Lippin-
cott, Williams & Wilkins. She 
authored books for schoolchil-
dren, and Professor Klugim-
kopf’s Spelling Method, 
published by Robinson Books, 
and coauthored two novels pub-
lished as Kindle Professor Klu-
gimkop’s Old-Fashioned English 
Grammar books, Neomorts and 
Moonshine, More than 100 of 
her papers have been published 
in the scientific and popular lit-
erature on a variety of subjects 
including risk assessment, natu-
ral and technological hazards and 
nonhazards, and medical eco-
nomics and ethics. She is the ed-
itor of AAPS News, the Doctors 
for Disaster Preparedness News-
letter, and Civil Defense Perspec-
tives, and is the managing editor of 
the Journal of American Physicians 
and Surgeons.  

President Abraham Lincoln's 
Emancipation Proclamation 
abolished slavery two and a half 
years earlier. Galveston's former 
slave population began celebrat-
ing its freedom annually on the 
anniversary of this day. June-
teenth grew to become a motivat-
ing and stabilizing 
commemoration for black 
Texans experiencing the uncer-
tainties associated with their 
newfound freedom and a full in-
tegration into American society. 
 While Juneteenth was recog-
nized by almost every state and 
by presidential proclamations be-
fore 2020, the death of George 
Floyd and subsequent political 
activism brought about the pas-
sage of legislation in 2021 to 
make Juneteenth a formal federal 
holiday. The first Juneteenth fed-
eral holiday fell on a Saturday, 
but was observed by govern-
ments and others on the preced-
ing Friday. 
 "Juneteenth is a cause for cele-
bration and forgiveness - not sep-
aratism and anger," said Project 
21 Director of Membership De-
velopment Donna Jackson. "But, 
as always happens when Big 
Government gets involved, the 
results end up disappointing. 
Celebrate emancipation locally, 
mindful of its roots in the pursuit 
of opportunity and exceptional-
ism." 
 Since 1999, Project 21 members 
have focused on the values inher-

ent to Juneteenth celebrations - 
such as a self-improvement and 
community - and have urged 
black Americans both to avoid 
the pitfalls of negativity and vic-
timhood and to embrace the op-
portunities that America has to 
offer. 
 "Juneteenth is a great time for all 
Americans to reflect upon the 
many invaluable contributions 
that black Americans have made 
to establish America as a great 
nation and to make it what it is in 
the world today," said Project 21 
member Pastor James Jackson. 
"The Juneteenth holiday is a 
great time for Americans to talk 
with each other and their children 
about Juneteenth’s significance 
and how important it is to make 
sure that our children are in-
formed about the truths and real-
ities of slavery." 
 

*** 
 Project 21, a leading voice of 
black conservatives for over 25 
years, is sponsored by the Na-
tional Center for Public Policy 
Research. Its members have been 
quoted, interviewed or published 
over 50,000 times since the pro-
gram was created in 1992. Con-
tributions to the National Center 
are tax-deductible and greatly ap-
preciated, and may be earmarked 
exclusively for the use of Project 
21. Follow Project 21 on Twitter 
at @Project21News for general 
announcements. 


